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IR Checklists

▪ Checklists have been adopted and are performed in many 
interventional centers 

Development

▪ RCR adapted the WHO surgical checklist in 2011

▪ RADPASS safety checklist developed in Holland 2013

▪ CIRSE 2012 - Generic European-wide

▪ RCR issue (second edition) Guidance on implementing a checklist 2019

▪ But

Little or no emphasis on planned dose management 
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European Guidelines

“All CIRSE members are encouraged to incorporate the 
checklist into their clinical practice to help improve the 

safety dynamics of their hospital.”
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European Guidelines
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Checklist Modification

▪ Radiation specific elements must be considered.

▪ Minor modifications to checklists can assist both

Patient & staff radiation safety / 
compliance
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Sign In

Radiation Considerations

▪ Equipment – functioning

▪ Pregnancy status

▪ Staff / Operator compliance

▪ Visitor guidance
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Equipment Safety

▪ Is equipment functioning and safe to use?

▪ Radiographers should assist the QA programme by conducting

▪ Daily calibrations recommended by the manufacturer (if required)

▪ Simple daily quality checks on the following:

▪ Error messages

▪ Noticeable imaging defects

▪ Movements issues

▪ Broken radiation warning lights / damaged signage

Record these errors &

Notify Medical Physics (where available) / Radiation Protection Officer /

the person in charge of radiation protection at your facility.
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Patient Safety

▪ Optimise imaging technique (ALARA principle) by selecting
equipment programmes according to patient factors (body
habitus, disease & age)

Where applicable

▪ Has the pregnancy status of the patient been established?

In cases where the procedure is justified in pregnancy

▪ Has the appropriate clinical re-justification / waiver been
signed?
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Occupational Safety

▪ Are all workers:

▪ Utilising appropriate personal protective equipment?

▪ Lead aprons / glasses / shields

▪ Correctly wearing their Dosimeters?

▪ Are only essential workers present for the

procedure / exposures?

▪ Where applicable, has appropriate guidance and instruction
been given to:

▪ Students?

▪ Product representatives?

▪ Other health professionals in attendance?
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Sign Out

Radiation Considerations

▪ Check Patient Dose Record 
PACS Transfer

▪ Have local dose trigger levels 
been exceeded?

▪ Follow-up procedure 
enacted?

▪ Inform Medical Physics / 
Radiation Protection 
Officer?
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Summary

▪ Checklists play an important role in 
Patient safety

▪ Radiation Safety must be considered 
in procedure planning / checklists for 
both patients and staff

▪ Radiation protection in IR is a team 
exercise, where radiographers play a 
key role in its implementation

▪ All team members can assist in 
performing these simple checklist 
additions

Radiation Checks?

Equipment QA

Pregnancy Status
(Re-Justification)

Appropriate PPE

Dosimeter
Usage

Programme Selection

Visitor Guidance

Dose Record
Trigger Level & Follow-Up
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