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BY GUY FRIJA AND LORENZO BONOMO

EuroSafe Imaging Stars: reaching  
for best practice in imaging
The EuroSafe Imaging Stars initiative was launched under the umbrella of  
EuroSafe Imaging in early 2016 to support the ‘EuroSafe Imaging Call for Action’.

The initiative has been designed 
to identify and recognise imaging 
facilities that embody best prac-
tice in radiation protection and 
that are committed to putting the 
principles advocated and concepts 
developed by the European Society 
of Radiology (ESR) into practice. 
The EuroSafe Imaging Stars initia-
tive provides imaging departments 
with an incentive to embrace a 
holistic approach to quality and 
safety in radiology, and thus the 
Stars network makes efforts to give 
radiation protection greater visibil-
ity while at the same time having a 
positive impact on clinical practice.

To participate in the EuroSafe 
Imaging Stars initiative, imaging 
departments have to perform a 
self-assessment on their level of 
radiation protection.

The Council Directive 2013/59/
Euratom lays down Basic Safety 
Standards (BSS) against the dangers 
from exposure to ionising radiation. 
The requirements of the BSS Direc-
tive affect healthcare professionals 
in radiology in all aspects related to 
the safety and quality of the pro-
cedures using ionising radiation. 
Thus, the BSS Directive provides 
the legal framework for most crite-
ria of the EuroSafe Imaging Stars 

self-assessment. However, much of 
the criteria used go beyond the BSS 
Directive’s explicit requirements, 
which have to be observed by all 
imaging departments in the Euro-
pean Union as of February 2018.

The EuroSafe Imaging Stars 
concept was revised in mid-2017 to 
enhance the self-assessment and 
to better reflect the clinical envi-
ronment and legal requirements. 
Imaging departments interested 
in joining the EuroSafe Imaging 
Stars network have to complete an 
on-line self-assessment form.

The self-evaluation consists of 
21 criteria which are structured 
according to the following topics: 
optimisation, justification, qual-
ity and safety, education, research, 
and regulatory compliance. Seven 
criteria require the submission of 
additional evidence. The criteria 
include, for example, the use of 
local diagnostic reference levels 
(DRLs) for CT and specific paediat-
ric CT and fluoroscopy protocols, 
the availability of imaging referral 
guidelines, the use of operational 
Clinical Decision Support (CDS) in 
clinical practice, regular equipment 
quality control, operational clinical 
audit, as well as radiation protec-
tion research activities.

After complete evaluation of 
the self-assessment and the sup-
porting evidence, the participating 
imaging departments are awarded 
the respective number of stars 
from one to five and listed on the 
‘Wall of Stars’ according to the level 
attained. The Star ranking is a tool 
for continuous self-evaluation and 
improvement in the safety and 
quality of radiological imaging. This 
is why there is a need to repeat the 
self-evaluation every three years in 
order to track institutional perfor-
mance and to determine areas of 
further improvement.

The EuroSafe Imaging Stars net-
work is involved in various activities 
undertaken by EuroSafe Imaging 
and the European Society of Radi-
ology (ESR). Thirteen Star depart-
ments contribute to the European 
Commission-funded tender project 
EUCLID (European Study on Clin-
ical Diagnostic Reference Levels 
for X-ray Medical Imaging) which 
is led by the ESR and supported by 
EuroSafe Imaging. The EUCLID pro-
ject collects data from these depart-
ments to determine DRLs for CT and 
interventional radiology for Europe. 
In addition, selected Stars partici-
pated in a pilot phase to test the ESR 
Audit Tool, which is now available 

for imaging departments in Europe 
to support the implementation and 
development of clinical audit.

As of February 2018, there are 57 
EuroSafe Imaging Stars from 17 
countries, comprised of 34 five-star 
institutions, 21 four-star centres, 
and 2 departments with a three-
star award.

If your department is not a 
EuroSafe Imaging Star yet, don’t 
miss the chance to apply online 
or at the EuroSafe Imaging booth, 
located in the EuroSafe Imaging 
Coffee & Talk Lounge.

You can also attend the ded-
icated Coffee & Talk session on 

the EuroSafe Imaging Stars today 
at 11:00–12:00, EuroSafe Imaging 
Lounge, Coffee & Talk Room.

www.eurosafeimaging.org
info@eurosafeimaging.org

Prof. Guy Frija from Paris, France, 
is a member of the ESR Radiation 
Protection Subcommittee and  
chair of the EuroSafe Imaging 
Steering Committee. 
Prof. Lorenzo Bonomo from Rome, 
Italy, was professor of radiology at 
the Radiology Catholic University 
Rome. He is the chair of the 
EuroSafe Imaging Stars initiative.

Coffee & Talk Session

Sunday, March 4, 11:00–12:00, Coffee & Talk
C 10 EuroSafe Imaging Stars

 » Chairperson’s introduction
L. Bonomo; Rome/IT

 » EuroSafe Imaging Stars network
T. De Bondt; Antwerp/BE

 » Radiation protection of patients
S.J. Foley; Dublin/IE

 » Open forum discussion

This session is part of the EuroSafe Imaging campaign.

BY JONAS VAN RIET

ESR takes initiatives to shape 
eHealth and medical education  
in EU policies
The ESR Department of European 
and International Affairs

In recent years, the European 
Union has increasingly shaped pol-
icies in the fields of health, research 
and digitalisation across member 
states. The ESR Department of 
European and International Affairs 
supports the ESR Board of Direc-
tors in effectively assessing EU pol-
icy developments and legislative 
initiatives that impact clinical prac-
tice for the radiology profession 
in Europe. In this respect, the ESR 
has gained recognition as a major 
healthcare stakeholder, success-
fully engaging with the EU institu-
tions to defend members’ interests 
at the pan-European level.
eHealth

The ESR has been a member of 
the European Commission’s eHealth 
Stakeholder Group (eHSG) since 
2012, representing the radiology 
community’s voice in the develop-
ment of policies related to eHealth. 
This membership was renewed for a 
three-year term in 2016.

Relying on previous initiatives to 
achieve recognition for teleradiol-

ogy as a medical act in its own right, 
the ESR continues to drive the 
discussion in encounters with the 
European Commission. Moreover, 
the launch of a study in September 
2017 by the European Commission 
is testimony to the renewed impor-
tance that is attached to the debate 
on telemedicine. The ESR also 
works with the EU institutions and 
partner organisations in the area 
of interoperability and standardi-
sation, with the overall objective of 
including imaging data in biobanks 
and updating standard terminolo-
gies with radiology terms.

In response to the European 
Commission’s communication on 
digital health, the ESR responded 
to the European Commission’s Pub-
lic Consultation: Transformation 
Health and Care in the EU. The 
ESR’s input is based on recent activ-
ities and positions in the field of 
eHealth, data protection and digital 
innovation. The ESR’s contribution 
will be re-used as part of its advo-
cacy activities on digital health vis-
à-vis EU policymakers and other 
health stakeholders.

EU Health Policy Platform  
Thematic Network led by the ESR

In 2017, the ESR led the EU Health 
Policy Platform (HPP) Thematic Net-
work on Medical Education and Pro-
fessional Development for Patient 
Safety. The HPP is an initiative 
established in 2016 to facilitate com-
munication between the European 
Commission and health stakehold-
ers. The development of joint state-
ments is a central activity of the HPP 
aimed at fostering inter-stakeholder 
collaboration on policy issues.

The thematic network led by 
the ESR sought to connect policies 
on medical education and profes-
sional development with enhanced 
patient safety. To this end, the ESR 
produced a joint statement that was 
developed in cooperation with part-
ner organisations and other health 
stakeholders. The joint statement 
presents the EU institutions with a 
concrete set of recommendations on 
how to align education and patient 
safety in EU policy initiatives.

As of December 2017, the joint 
statement has received 19 official 
endorsements from medical asso-

ciations, educational stakeholders, 
patient groups and others.

On November 27, 2017, the ESR 
also officially presented the Joint 
Statement on Medical Education 
and Professional Development for 
Patient Safety at the annual HPP 
meeting in Brussels, attended by 
EU Health Commissioner Vytenis 
Andriukaitis. The joint statement’s 
message was very well received by 
the European Commission, which 
proposed follow-up meetings and 
measures to put the recommenda-
tions into practice.
European cancer initiatives

The ESR actively contributes to 
the development of EU cancer ini-
tiatives. In 2014, the ESR joined the 
European Joint Action on Cancer 
Control (CanCon JA) as a collabo-
rating partner and was appointed a 
member of the policy paper drafting 
group to provide scientific feedback 
on the paper titled ‘Tackling Social 
Inequalities in Cancer Prevention 
and Control for the European Pop-
ulation’. CanCon JA deliverables 
were presented at the concluding 
conference in March 2017, featuring 

among others the ‘CanCon guide – 
improving cancer control’ and the 
policy paper that benefited from 
the ESR’s scientific advice.

Moreover, in 2015 the ESR became 
actively involved in the European 
Commission Initiative on Breast 
Cancer (ECIBC). The initiative aims 
to revise the European Guidelines 
for Quality Assurance in Breast 
Cancer Screening and Diagnoses 
and develop new European Guide-
lines for Breast Cancer Screening 
and Diagnosis. In anticipation of 
the guidelines that are due for 
publication in 2018, the ECIBC 
released a new set of recommen-
dations in 2017. Developed by the 
ECIBC Guidelines Development 
Group, the first four recommen-
dations are focused on the breast 
cancer screening age group of 40–79 
year olds and provide clear, evi-
dence-based, and profile-tailored 
directions to women, professionals, 
and policy makers. ECIBC plans to 
publish over 90 evidence-based rec-
ommendations over the course of 
the next two years.

BE A STAR  
FOR YOUR PATIENTS!

Join the EuroSafe Imaging Stars network  
of radiology departments committed to  
best practice in radiation protection.

Find out if your facility has Star potential 
and apply online at www.eurosafeimaging.com.

eurosafeimaging.org


