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UEMS = European Union of Medical Specialists

• Founded in 1958
• Represents 40 countries 

and 43 medical EU 
specialities for 1.6 
million of physicians

• Role in promotion and 
harmonization of 
highest level of training 
within EU
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www.uems.eu

http://www.uems.eu/


Nuclear Medicine (NM) and UEMS

• 1989 NM recognized after 8 y of negotiations
• 1990 Nuclear Medicine Section founded
• 1993 European Board of Nuclear Medicine
• 2003 Merging both Sections  UEMS/EBNM
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UEMS/EBNM
Highest possible standards for NM training+practice throughout EU
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UEMS/EBNM has 4 Committees:

• Education and Syllabus
• Accreditation of NM departments and training 

centres
• Accreditation of Continuing Medical Education 

(CME) 
• Fellowship examination (FEBNM)
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Education and Syllabus Committee

• Nuclear medicine is a rapidly changing 
specialty

• To maintain high standards in education, the 
education and syllabus committee is working 
closely with the European Association of 
Nuclear Medicine
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Committee on accreditation of NM 
departments and training centers 

• Role implementing accreditation system across Europe 
 granting certificate valid 5 years

• Clinical audit is the basis for 
accreditation, as required by
Council Directive 97/43 
EURATOM

• More than 70 NM Departments have been accredited 
by UEMS/EBNM since 2004
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Committee on Accreditation of NM 
Departments and Training Centers 
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http://uems.eanm.org/

• 7 Committee Members
• 9 Corresponding Members

http://uems.eanm.org/


UEMS/EBNM Accreditation 
Modular System

1. 
Accreditation

as NM Department

2.
Accreditation as 
NM Department 

and Training Center
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Accreditation of 
Nuclear Medicine Departments

• Benefit of accreditation = improvement of 
patient care by standardization of quality:
– Continuous improvement of radiation dose to 

patients, their families and the NM staff 
– Improving quality given available resources, 

reducing service’s expenses, wastages, and 
duplications, while revealing incorrect practices 
and avoiding accidents or near-misses
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Accreditation and Clinical Audit
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Accreditation of NM Departments

• Prerequisite:
– Certification ISO 9001:2015 (lengthy and costly)
– Alternate certification pathways exist (faster):

• International Atomic Energy Agency QUANUM
• National societies’ clinical audits 

(mandatory in EU since 01.01.2018)
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Accreditation application: What is needed
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• A valid quality system (ISO9001:2015 or Internal/external Quality 
Audit according to national regulations)

• At least 1 FTE qualified  NM physician (preferably FEBNM)
• A list of services + protocols written in local language; must 

comply with EANM/SNM and national guidelines
• The 5 most frequent protocols; the committee will ask for 5 

more protocols randomly chosen
• Decision: Accreditation / Minor deficiencies / Major 

deficiencies
• On-site visits exceptional (for budget reasons)



Application for accreditation
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23 Accredited Departments (2020)
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Accreditation of NM Training Centers 

• Fulfilling minimum criteria of UEMS/EBNM 
education and syllabus committee for all 
teachers of nuclear medicine (physicians, 
technologists, radiopharmacists, physicists)

• If not full range of diagnostic and therapeutic 
procedures  accreditation is still possible 
with a formal agreement with another 
accredited centre 
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14 Accredited Departments 
and Training Centres (2020)
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Renewal of accreditation (5 year cycle)
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Accreditation Fees

• Accreditation as NM Department
– First accreditation € 500
– Reaccreditation € 250 (half-price)

• In addition: Accreditation as NM Training Centre
– First accreditation + €200
– Reaccreditation + €100 (half-price)
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Summary
• Accreditation as NM Department since 2000’s: 

Benefit through improvement of patient care by 
standardization of quality

• Accreditation as NM Training Centre: satisfies 
UEMS/ EBNM syllabus for teaching NM in all 
diagnostics and therapeutic procedures

• Alternate pathways to ISO 9001 certification exist 
(QUANUM or national societies’ clinical audits) 
and renders UEMS/EBNM accreditation easier
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Thank you for your attention!
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